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INTRODUCTIOIM 



The "Prototype” study f Volume 2 of this Report, 
established certain design variables and objectives 
for a recreational-educational facility. The appli- 
cation of these principles requires a sensitive eval- 
uation of the various conditions which affect any site 
chosen for such a facility. 

The purpose of this plan, therefore, is to coor- 
dinate these established principles with the objec- 
tives of the State Iftiiversity Agricultural and Tech- 
nical College at Delhi as set forth in their reports, 
"Preliminary Plan for the Valley Campus Complex", of 
July 1967 , and "Valley Campus Conference Center at 
Delhi Tech", of 1968. 

Factors which have the greatest effect in the 
development of a Master Plan for the Valley Campus at 
Delhi are examined. The conclusions reached are 
expressed in the chapter entitled "Master Plan of 
Development." It should be noted that a master plan 
is intended to serve only as a fundamental guide in 
the development of the study area. As criteria or 
objectives change or become modified, the Master Plan 
should be re-evaluated and up-dated accordingly to 
reflect current attitudes and objectives. 
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Higher education opportunities within this region 
are represented by the extensive State University of 
New York system euid more locally, the Catskill Consor- 
tium of Colleges, Delhi Agricultural and Technical 
College is a member of both groups. As such, it offers 



education and training in regular classes and con- 
tinuing education facilities to meet an educational 
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Drawings adapted from: Phase III - Appalachia Recreation 

and Cultural Resources Study 
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COMMUIMITY COIMSIDERATIOIMS 

Delhi is a quiet town which is proud of its 
early beginningr^ Well-kept homes of the late 18th 
and early 19th century still line its shaded streets* 

The fine patina which cones from careful attention 
over a period of years is seen in the manicured lawns 
and freshly-painted porches which look onto the streets* 
At the center, the County Courthouse terminates its 
green with Victorian charm, and was the subject of a 
Saturday Evening Post cover painted by Steven Dohanos* 
History remains present throughout Delhi* The Frisbee 
House serves as headquarters for the Delaware County 
Historical Society* Ohe of the three remaining covered 
bridges in the county is located here* Other places 
such as the Country Churdi and General Leavenworth Monu- 
ment at Delhi Cemetery continue the tradition which pre- 
serves the charm of this small community* 

There is close association between "Delhi Tech" 
and the community* The projected student enrollment 
of approximately 3 §000 by 197^ will nearly equal the 
population of the town* Many of the fraternal houses 
and faculty homes are intermixed with homes of community 
citizens along the streets* This relationship should 
be pr^'served in both future expansion of the town and 
of the college* 




Current expansion of residential areas appears to 
be mostly northward. A small industrial section located 
just east of the Delhi academic campus could present 
unfavorable views if allowed to grow. Even at its 
present size* this area should be given special con- 
cern for appearance since it is the "front door" entrance 
to the community from the southeast on Route 10. Addi- 
tional concern should be given to the appeeirance of the 
hi^-voltage power trunk-lines which slash through the 
southern portions of the community and continue across 
the Valley Campus to the south. The visual confusion 
which these lines create are coupled with a difficult 
traffic pattern which links the Valley Campus to the 
community. This connection may be improved to some 
degree with construction of a proposed highway section 
joining Routes 10 and 28 just southeast of the Delhi 
Academic Campus. 
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emd white oaky and ash seem to predominate. Introduced 
trees line the road aJ.ong the golf course. A signifi- 
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establishment and woodland wildlife habitat. Vege- 
tation species to plant include pines • larch, and 
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SUMMARY OF 
SITE CQNCLUSIQIVS 



Certain existing factors within the Valley Campus 
offer guidelines to whatever development occurs here. 
Those areas of application, will determine a design 
plan that properly recognizes the conditions of this 
site. The following conclusions, therefore, should 
he considered fundamental to the formation of a design 
plan for this area: 

#1 Anticipated development should provide adequate pro- 
tection from flooding. 

2. The visual effect of the transmission lines should be 
minimized whereas possible. 

3 ^ Development patterns should be used which preserve and 
strengthen the tie in continuity between the Academic 
Campus and the Valley Campus. 

Design concepts should seek to preserve the valley floor 
and its visual freedom from building development . 

5, Panoramic views which overlook the valley floor from 

the hillsides should be encouraged and utilized in any 
potential design scheme. 

0 . The vehicular approaches to the valley campus should be 
simplified, identified, and made visually attractive. 

■7. Additional land should be purchased which, if ever pri- 
vately developed, could be visually obtrusive to the 
Valley Campus, also to ensure development of a compre- 
hensive recreation-education facility. 
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and maintenance. This woiild provide for the greatest 
possible range of student Interests while offering 
the Invaluable exponent of practical "In-the-fleld" 
application to fundamentals leaunied In the classroom. 

A detailed analysis of the Outdoor Recreation 
Nancigement Program reveals four basic objectives: 

1. a two-year technical curriculum to edu- 
cate associate professionals In recrea- 
tion resource management, and composite 
recreation management to meet specific 
career goals. 

2. a two-year transfer curriculum providing 
the first two years of education toward 
a baccalaureate degree In some phase of 
recreation studies. 

3* a continuing education program of con- 
ferences, workshops, short courses, 
extension and home study courses, and 
associate degree programs. 

4. professional-technical courses such as 
recreation leadership, outdoor recreation 
management, maintenance skills, arts and 
crafts, campfire activities, and the like. 



A complete Itemization of the credit hours f cur- 
riculum content, and individual course objectives is 
presented in the Curriculum volume. The concern of 
this report, however, is a presentation of the resultant 
requisites to carry out this series of objectives as 
outlined above. These are further explained and examined 
on the following pages. 



PROGRAM 



REQUIREMENTS 



In order to express the curriculum fundamentals 
as outlined on the previous pages, the Valley Campus 
can be used as an outdoor laboratory. The following 
outline establishes use areas necessary to meet this 
curriculum : 

1, Technical Curriculum 

a. natural sciences field biology, ecology 

b. pl^sical science: introduction to maps, 
landforms, soils, climate 

c. introduction to outdoor recreation 

d. conservation 

e. grounds maintenance 

f . on-the-job training 

2, Transfer Curriculum 

a. natural science: botany, biology, zoology 

b. physical science: geology 

c. introduction to outdoor recreation 

3, Continuing Education 

a. conferences 

b. workshops: family camping, park adminis- 
tration, recreation skills, winter 
sports, etc. 

c. short courses: park maintenance, park 
management, campground owners short 
course, etc. 

d. training sessions: camp counselors, 
aquatic leaders, pre-work sessions for 
State Parks employees, etc. 
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Important basis to the desirability of pre- 
serving the valley floor in low-density 
development. 

3. Active interest on the part of the students 
and fauiulty, and an emphasis within the cur- 
riculum establishes the need for a stables 
and horseback riding area. A location in 
the general area of the former County Home 
would provide additional space for buildings 
such as indoor-arena , outdoor paddock and 
ring. 

4. A conference center should be established 
as the "field laboratory" of the various 
curriculum requirements for conference space 
hotel and restaurant administration ^ recrea- 
tion facilities, and faculty use. Its loca- 
tion on the hillsides provides a sweeping 
panorama of the valley floor with views 
across and back to the Academic Campus and 
community. 

5 . Ciurriculum emphasis on plant materials and 
ecology defines the desirability of establish- 
ment of an arboretum. Present plans locate 

it on the hillsides in the southeast of the 




Valley Campus. This location can have direct 
tie-in with the adjacent conference center. 

In addition, a maple syrup laboratory and 
Sugar Bush could be an integral part of this 
area. 

6. A ski area located on the slopes of the south- 
west portion of the Valley Campus would be a 
desirable addition to the winter sports 
portion of the curriculum. Of modest size, 

it can serve the school and community quite 
handsomely. 

7 . A noticeable lack of swimming facilities 
within this area could be offset with estab- 
lishment of such a facility in conjunction 
with the impoundment of the Little Delaware 
River. In addition to this, a camping facility 
could further complete the cun^-culum require- 
ments in this area. 

8. The main vehicular approach to the Valley 
Campus should occur in conjunction with a pro- 
posed connection between Routes 10 and 28 just 
north of the Valley. This will provide safer 
and more aesthetic access to the site by 




eliminaiting difficult maneuvers and pro- 
viding attractive scenery. 

Purchase of additional land should he accom- 
plished in the following locations; 

a. northern section; protects from 
potential development. 

h. western section; ski area and agri- 
cultural expansion. 

c. eastern section; sugar bush and 
arboretum expansion. 

d. adjacent plateau farm land south of 
Valley Campus for campsite complex. 

e. water impoundment on Little Delaware 
and adjacent lands for recreation 
development . 
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CAMPSITE. There is insufficient land within present 
boundaries for this facility. Camping can be provided 
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